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and recent studies have 
indicated the steps in the formation of the 
European image of Islam and the motives 
underlying the selection of points for 
special emphasis. From about the eighth 
century A.D., Christian Europe began to 
be conscious of Islam as her great enemy, 
threatening her in both military and the 
spiritual sphere. In deadly fear 
Christendom had to bolster confidence by 
placing the enemy in the most 
unfavourable light possible, consistent 
with some genuine basis in fact. The 
image created in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries continued to > 
dominate European thinking about Islam | 
and even in the second half of the | 
twentieth century has some vestigial - | 
influence. According to this image, Islam 
was a perversion of Christian truth, even p 
an idolatrous religion, it was a religion of | 
violence, spread by the sword; it was. EA | 
religion without asceticism, gaining | 
adherents by pandering to their sexual | 
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appetites both in this world and in the 
world to come. Muhammad (according to 
the conspirators) was a deliberate 
propagator of false doctrines, thinking 
only of increasing his own power. In 1597 
an English ecclesiastic in a scholarly work 
referred to him as 'a wicked impostor 
and 'the old lecher' ! (Nauzubillah). 

Nearly a century later Edward Gibbon 
in The Decline and Fall summed up his 
opinion of Muhammad's character in the 
words that 'he indulged the appetites of a 
man and abused the claims of a prophet." 
(Nauzubillah) 





Encyclopaedia Britannica also admits 
unhesitatingly : 

"Few great men have been so 
maligned as Muhammad. Christian 
Scholars of medieval Europe painted him 
as an impostor, a lecher and a man of 
blood (Nauzubillah). A corruption of his 
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Muslims in general, and | It was in the 9th century A.D. that the | 


anti-Islamic forces hettää. ra we. E 
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m. particular, were seen as 
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ictionary of Islam, 
worshipped by the ancient Arabians was 
obably the Alilat of Herodotus. Manat, 
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promised to make some conciliatory 
remarks about the three 'Banat Allah', * 
this tradition has it, the Quraish would 4 
admit him to the inner circles of Meccan - 
power. Accordingly, Tabari falsely claimed 
in his Tafsir, Prophet Muhammad (Sm.) 
IS said to have recited the two verses 
praising al-Lat, al-Uzza and Manat as 
valid intercessors, only to realise later that 
the words had been inspired by Satan. 


The false and fabricated creation of the 
conspirators against Islam known as the 
‘Satanic Verses" was reiterated by Ibn 
5a'd who was not only a pupil of al- 
Wagidi but also served him as secretary. 

His full name was Abu Abdullah 
Muhammad Ibn Sa'd Ibn Mani. He was 
born in 764 A.D. and died in 845 A.D. He 
was famous as Katib al-Wagidi (Secretary 3 
to al-Wagidi) and very naturally played _ 


second fiddle to al-Wagidi's evil designs. —— 
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Ibn Sa'd the 'stooge' of al-Wagidi, a 
wrongly claimed that Ibn Ishaque — 
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included a tradition attributed to the Holy 
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۱۲۵۳۳۵۷۵ uncle, Ibn Abbas (a 687 
which was related to the "Satanic Verses’. 
According to Ibn Sa'd it was a part of 

Ibn Ishague's Sirat Rasul Allah. This 

was absolutely a baseless and false claim. 

The greatest authority on Ibn Ishague's 
Sirat is. undoubtedly Abdul Malik 

bin Hisham, popularly known as Ibn 
Hisham. The Pages of the voluminous 
work of Ibn Ishaque had remained 
scattered at many places and were collated 
only after lapse of a hundred years by Ibn 
Hisham, who also edited it. It is true that 
there are at least twelve writers from 
whom some of the original of Ibn Ishaque 
can be recovered, and Ibn Sa'd is one of 
them.!! But Ibn Hisham's edition has 
always been considered to be the principal 
and most authentic source from which 
Ibn Ishaque can be properly learnt. No - 
his edition became the source - 
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Rasul Allah entitled The “in 0) 
Muhammad (London, 1955) is based 
mainly on Ibn Hisham's edition. 159 
Hisham did not include the tradition — 
pertaining to the 'Satanic Verses' in hi 


edition. Since Ibn Hisham's edition is 
silent about the so-called 'Satanic Verses, 


mention anything about it. It was A 
mere figment of imagination of th 
Wagidi-Ibn Sa'd-Tabari gang. ca d 


The. cock and bull story of the Sata ١ 
Verses' was propagated among the 
English-speaking people in Europe a | 
America by Sir William Muir (1809-1 
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a 
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the renowned. author of "The Life 
Mahomet (1858- 61), “The 
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immediately withdrawn: The. RIG. of. 
the people had long pressed upon. * 
the spirit of Mahomet; and, in his 3 P 

< toward musings, it is admitted even by - | 
. orthodox tradition that he had been E 
 meditating the very expression which, 

as is alleged, the devil prompted him 


` to utter."12 
The report of the so-called incident 
was also used by the German scholar Dr. 
A. Sprenger in his work Leben und Lehre | 
des Muhammed (1861-65) to show the — xl 
alleged weakness in the indomitable and ^ 
spotless character of the Prophet 3 
+ Muhammad (Sm.). As Rafiq Zakaria’ very 3 
. clearly points out : 
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uo "Dr. Sprenger has laboriously and 
` cleverly sifted material, but his approach 
lacks historical accuracy. Apart from the E 
Mem s £e pailignists, he also relied on + 
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egai dor to. these. ae E = W 
The false re orks Dd cs 0 E = 
and Tabari (ana Mei lbn d E 
which. were called “The Lar A E 

5 apse of 
Muhammad" Or "Compromise | with 5 
Idolatry" by the non-Muslim writers, o 
were the sole authority for the baseless - Ri 
charge against the Holy Prophet of Islam T s a 
| (5m.) who incessantly preached against — — 
idolatry and every incident of iiim: 
chequered and sacred life ee 
idolatry as a bare falsehood. Even a hostile - 


critic of Islam like Dr. Marcus Dodds 
testifies ; 





"To Muhammad dii difference ae 
between one God and many, between the 
Unseen Creator and these ugly lumps ot - 
stone or wood, was simply infinite, The 
one creed was death and darkness to him, - 
the. v other | nie: secant 93 W is MEME 
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x DI TN, MERE | impossibility 5 with 


. That a man of Prophet Muhammad's 
. (5m.) unimpeachable character and. 
unshakable conviction could never think 

Or move for any compromise' or 


¿8 


o OL 
= | adjustment is also evident from the 3 
» . following assertion of Dermenghem : ; 
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- , He (Muhammad) never for an E 
E instant asked himself whether his 
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. chances of convincing people would not 
oe greater if he adjusted his words to the 
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his fearlessness, his absolute trust in God 
and in his own Mission—these and not 
the sword carried everything before them 
and surmounted every obstacle."17 
Muir's assertion that "Pious 
Mohammedans of after-days, scandalised 
at the lapse of their Prophet into so 
flagrant a concession, would reject the 
whole story" is simply without a grain of 
truth. Muir intentionally does not 
mention the attitude of early Muslims 
regarding the so-called "Satanic Verses’. 


But history testifies without any shadow d 


of doubt that both the early Muslims and 
the Muslims during the later part of the 


cM a 


> of the existence of this baseless creation of 


EM 


+ Holy Prophet's life were totally unaware | | 
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` imagination. It was undoubtedly a later 
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53 


v W It was not known to evan 
enemies of Islam during the days of UB N 
hammad (Sm.). Not Only d c 0. 
in the adjoining, or nearby 
countries like Egypt, Syria, Persia, and 
even in a distant country like China with —— 

whom the then Arabs had regular — — 
economic and social contacts, nothing was . 


known about it. No mention of mw — . 


Prophet Mu 
Arabia but 





‘Satanic Verse’ has ever been found i, = 





any literary or historical work written in = NW 
Or outside Arabia during the a. 


Prophet's lifetime, Abu Abdullah 
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Sayings of the Maly penata | m 
Wagidi's contem 


collection of: a yingan pu 
mention of the baseless ee M 
Satanic Verse", The six collection 
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reports by Bukharee, Muslim, Abu Daud, 


Tirmizi, Ibn Maja and Nasaee, known a 
the Sthah Sittah (Kutubus-Sittah), do | 
mention it at all, and contain instege 


report which Siena ue contradicts the 
story of the so- called ‘compromise’, 
Ruhul Ma'ani also asserts Men, a 
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"AS regards these two unreliabl 


fabricators (Wagidi and Tabari) those v 
reject this story are highly learned. mei n 
The traditional form of the episode 
the "Satanic Verses" has also b 
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a apparent Be in this a 
the whole narrative is historically and 
-Psychologically contradictory: 26 = 


N > 


Ibn Khaldoun (1332-1406), the greatest. 
of Muslim historians and ‘the discoverer 
Of the true Scope and nature of history" | 
(PK. Hitti, History of the Arabs, Tent 
edition, P. 568), writes in the Foreword to - 
ni ekimen ی ال‎ IS a 
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am (Sm.). The renowned - 
ist and statesman abandoned all * 


education : 
his work in India and proceeded to - 
London to gather material from the — 
archives of the British Museum and the ` 
India Office Library. He stayed in London — 
for two years at his own expense, collected 3 
all the material he could, throug e 
— Meticulous and painstaking research, a d. 
|, WfOle'a voluminous book in Urd: 
+ entitled uthubat-e-Ahmedia, which h 
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— Prophet. So naive as not to have seen 


> thro ugh it?"29 


As stated earlier, the relevant verses in 
-Sura an-Najm, with the so-called Satanic 
interpolation, will read as follows : 


“Have you seen Lat and Uzza 
_ And another, the third Manat? 
These are exalted females whose 
intercession is sought after. 


. What! For you, the male sex and for 
Him, the female? 


- Behold, such would be indeed a 
division most unfair!" 

Maulana Maududi very rightly asks : 

"Is the interpolation not contradicted by 

the subsequent verses?" He then refers to 

another aspech: «o. | 

| _ "Were the Ouraish, his inveterate 

anemias, who listened to Muhammad, so 


t stupid. as not fo see through the 








Mradiction | in these verses and E 





of the event?"30 













e bl all differnet سور‎ them | : 


Were Over? Is it a rational d ive. 





Internal. ide dose. is E | 
against the story. Waqidi claimed that | 


instead of Verse 21 referred to above, me A Bom 
Holy Prophet (Sm.) uttered the words — 
These are exalted females | whose K 
intercession is to be sought after." But the 0 2 s 
insertion of these few words in a Sura DD 
which is wHolly directed against idolatry 5 | 
is quite out of place. In the same Sura an- — 
Najm, Verse 23 condemns idols ; Verse E 

denies their intercession; Verses 27 and. 28 
condemn the giving of names of female - 

deities to angels. What is more, right a 

the beginning, in Verse 2, it is. Slay - 
asserted that the Holy Prophet does not 

err. Verses 5 and 6 describe Allah as ‘the - 
Lord of Mighty Power ', ‘the Lord of . 


Strength', Verse 18 E f declares - 


is that the TI E T Mar did » see 
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= a of the Grearest Signs of his Lord." Even - 
< forafertile brain in its wildest dream will 
dem t be very unnatural and unusual to P 
d e expect Satan to overpower Gabriel and 
a insert the Satanic Verses immediately 
d. after the revelation of such glorious 

verses testifying not only to the Might 
and Majesty and Divine Excellence of the 
a Lord but to the 'true knowledge' of the — 
Holy Prophet as well. : J 


It is further asserted by some non- - 


Muslim scholars that Verse 52 of Sura | 
al-Hajj was revealed in connection wi 


+ the 'Change' following the so-calle 13 
= . "Satanic Verses". This Verse 52 states: = | 
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eight years after the revelation of Verses 
19-21 of Sura an- -Najm. It 1s absolutely 

| ‘iteoncéivable that such an important 
^. incident as the Prophet's having accepted 
the intercession of idols should have been 
mentioned in the Quran after a long lapse 

of eight years. It may be mentioned in this 
connection that Sura an-Najm, in which 
the so-called "Satanic Change" was said to 
have taken place, was revealed in the fifth 
year of the Holy Prophet's (sm) 
preaching, while the portion of Sura al- 
Hajj under discussion was revealed on 
the eve of the Prophet Muhammad's 
(Sm) departure from Makkah. That more 
than half the Holy Quran should have 
been revealed during this leng period 
Whol a single reference to the alleged 


"Satanic Verses’, and that then it should - 
Java been guite unnecessarily referred to — 


(dn as jura: where it is qu. out of f giu is. 
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every Apostle, inadd. | 


| and Jesus, must have "a 
similar insertion into his. revelat 0 
the Devil's suggestion. Such a mal 
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"of nam a Christian scholar dads 

involved in. 'reckoning with his 

neighbour's scripture’ , ASKS eo ino me 

Situation so charged, in any event, with ' 

ambiguity, will the theory of deliberate, that which He had reveal 

almost ob epa ten, compromise, made 1 eo na شاك‎ VA i 
ey woule 


likeliest h olle? Did the Quraish ۲ 
XP first still -certainly have made thee their f friend | 




















think Muhammad was E 
 negotiable?' Cragg answers it himself. TES E n thee strengt 
would not have been the first time that 1 Thou wouldst nearly have os Ma 
worship was at once common and ; them a little." Ka Vw s. 0 
contrasted. Certainly in the sequel the E E Maulana Maududi points | out “that 

B. even a cursory reading of these verses | 


: = "makes it clear that the Holy Prophet C : 

` was neither tempted by Satan nor did he - 

succumb to the temptation of ee | 

disbelievers. On the contrary, as the Holy 

. Quran points out in unequivocal terms, 
he remained steadfast in his loyalty to 

Allah. Hence where was the poca for i 2 

— "reproof, üxectorimdimeH o o ur — 

What is more, there is o 


struggle continued with Muhammad. 
resolute and paganism stubborn."31 s 
In the West, some scholars also. - 


| m claim that Verses 73 and 74 of - 


Dura" Bani ‘Israil. 'refer to the rotor 
J-C J Satani Verses. "y 
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— "Satanic Verses". These. verses. definitely 
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incidents 


regarding thé attempts of the 
. Quraish at 


the Holy Prophet (Sm.), exactly fit with‏ اه 
the Statement of the above verses. `‏ 


It is indeed a pity that the highly 
frustrated non-Muslim annotators are 


» ever ready to distort and misinterpret the 
words in the Holy Quran, so as to make 
them allude to the fictitious 'Lapse' of the 
. Prophet of Islam (Sm.). The renowned 


e Mes tg Ibn Hisham narrates one 





refer. to: leur and well- authenticated 


Makkah which, both as regards 
the offer of the Quraish and the firm reply 















things, but that i was for their own go 
and Worship the one E God. Allah - 


Ibn Ishaque ; narrates another 
According 


g to him, on an earlier 
when a deputation of 


Abu Talib, the Holy 
prevail 













the Quraish went t to ie 
ی‎ s uncle, to = 3 





upon him to dissuade 4 * E 
Muhammad (Sm.) Re sens XE 


their idols, and Abu Talib told the — = 
Prophet that he too was unable to defend - Cd 








him against the Quraish, Muhammad's | 5 vr ۱ 
(Sm.) reply was firm and fearless : 23 ١ ۱ à =. | 


Moon in my left and ask me to give up 
my Mission, I will not give it up until the 
Truth prevails or 1 myself perish i in HE 
attempt." These indeed | must. be th he < 
incidents and not the alled 






" 


24 

1 

m 
| 

3 

d 


m 4 
ema. 
ADE 17 2:00 


Y 
Yo uf 





7777: MM AC y TON A SUI FH acy 


"Besides, if some verses here and there - 4 


are to be interlinked as in the above case," 


argues Rafiq Zakaria, "then why koud 1 


the following verses in the chapter Yunus 
(Jonah'), which convey exactly the 
Opposite and prove the Prophet's 
unflinching adherence to monotheism, 


not also be linked with the "Satanic 
Verses?" 


And even when Our clear verses are 
read to them 


They persist in saying : 
This is not enough, 


Bring something else or change this. 
Tell them, O Muhammad! 


]t is not for me to replace or change 
them. 


If I were to disobey my Lord 
1 would suffer the 
eh) 
- On the Day of Judgement. 
` (Sura Yunus, Verse 15) 


severest 


- In another passage, Muhammad was 


1 told that if he y were to resort to any | 
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i of tis iar: a TURAE a = 
۱ ce of Satan, God. would - e 
paa qu "ON Mnd, hen ct t ei 
none would dare to. 
Protect him' (69 . 44-7). Muhammad 
Swore, all the time, by the Quran : his Su 
loyalty to it was never in question. | E ae e 
could he then have contemplated, leave = s 
aside made or accepted the slightest ae 
change in any revelation either. at de = 
prompting of Satan or out. of. his. own 
desire? The classic theory. of ' مهم(‎ m 
mansukh', 'abrogation' or. ‘abrogated’, i 
has no relevance here; it is. meant to = — 
explain the replacement of one verse by 
another, where no contradiction is 0 : 
involved; it is part of the شوه‎ ; 5 
evolution of the Quran."36 = 


It may be Deine. 











in this 


connection that Allah, in His. infinite | 
Mercy, revealed the verses of. the Holy 
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(Sm. ) over a total period of nearly 23 years 
gradually from the first Night of his 
Prophethood in 610 A.D. till almost the 
last stage of his chequered life in 632 A.D. - 
Except for the first five verses revealed in — - 
610 A.D. (the first five verses of Sura 


al-Alaq), the Holy Prophet (Sm.) used to | 


D 4 4 13 
rit "ASTA ie 


be surrounded by a number of his Sahabi 
or Sahabiyah on the occasions of 


: revelation of all other verses in the Holy 3 
Quran. During the Revelations the Holy  - 


Prophet used to recite the verses revealed 
and the 'Companions' either wrote down 
or memorised each and every word of 
those verses as they came out of the 

Prophet) s. mouth. Pempes, many a 


e tom memory ere we 


ER: a 


sd (Sm. )— there were 
ut though the Arabs - 
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4 y 


r wonde: full 1 


genealogies, yet they: weak te = u 





A Ie 








their more im: i d de : cwn tir s 
hung them yhet وا علد‎ a 
some public place where 
their compatriots could see and admire 
them. And history testifies to the fact that ; 
each and every verse of the Holy Quran 
was put into black and white in the um = = 
lifetime of the Holy Prophet before his — — De 
own eyes. Sir William Muir, the keane e 
critic of Islam, has also found ' a 
impossible to deny its truth. He writes: | 
"But there is good reason for tine 
that many fragmentary copies, كه‎ 
amongst them the whole. Quran, - ot 
nearly the whole, were. during his. 
lifetime made by the Prophet's followers. 
Writing was without doubt bd 
"known at Mecca long before Mahomet | 
assumed the prophetical office, a 


Medina pun of his follower powere _ 
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54 A Thousand-year Old Conspiracy 


: = re during the Prophets (5m.) 
: Wfetime there was no systematic collation - 
of the revelations. The Companions were, 
however, fully aware of the arrangement 
and the order of their placement. The 
work of systematic and proper collection 

of the revelations was started by Hazrat 











meticulous care, exactly. in the 
Prophet (Sm.) had approv 1 
handed over the collection to 











Abu Bakr (R.A), the first caliph of Islam — | Bakr (R.A). Abu Bakr 

only six months after the demise of the 4 thoroughly, «dons liant m m 

Holy Prophet (Sm.). He took up the q who rota. in the Prophet's 

historic and sacred task on the advice of - finally approved the standard text o 
at Omar (R.A.), who later succeeded — ko Auran oe en 





١ im as the second caliph. Hazrat Omar  . | | dude 2 ia 
R.A.) was alarmed when he found that ۲ The E n text was 
ue to the death of a good number of 
ers) or Huffaz (memorizers) at 


attle of Yemamah and through: 





(RA) Ne it in his own « 
Omar (R.A.) died it was | 
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became the caliph disputes arose in 
different parts of the Caliphate about the 
correct reading of the Quranic verses. The 
vowels therein were unmarked, with the 
result that the verses were read by 
different groups each with their peculiar 
pronunciation. 


Caliph Osman (R.A.) asked Zaid (R.A.) 
to consult three other leading 
Companions of the Holy Prophet (Sm.) to 
finalize the manner of the reading of the 


Holy Quran by adopting the dialect ۲ 


Quraish, the tribe to which the Holy 
Prophet belonged. Thus an official text 
was prepared and sent to different parts of 
> the Caliphate. At least two such copies of 
> the Holy Quran (R.A.), compiled by 
. Hazrat Osman, still exist—one in 
| : quen and another in Istanbul. 


| Mahone that "no y pther text in the 





William Muir himself admits in Life 
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v Of ho fr agments, eties i 

mitted by the compilers, nor dd 
any that differed from the deseos I M 
edition. Any such would undoubtedly — <. 

have been preserved and noticed in set EUNT 
traditional. repositories which kaod 3 TN 
up the minutest and most trivial acts and a N 
sayings of the Prophet". | Adi sd "e. a 








There can indeed be no توا‎ pe 
any change or alteration in the may" 5 
Ouran. Each and every letter of this holy 
book, comprising 6666 verses and 8,64,430 
words, was revealed from no other source 
but the Most Gracious and the Most - 
Merciful Allah. With regard to the alleged - 
"Satanic Verses" there is not one single 

mention or reference or hint, direct or  - 
indirect, in the Holy Quran about is 
existence at any stage (which was cere 


to be abrogated later on). is. 


Apsoncsivalle. indeed Abas, the. Moly 





due CHR S a when the same 

ajm unequivocally declares in Verse 3 
. "They (Lat, Uzza and Manat) 
- but names which. e 1 
. your fathers : A 


for them". 
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